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not let fall, thus attending your Lo'p: further advice I humbly 

take my leave this 22th of June 1610. [This date should be 

1611.] 

Your Lo'p: servant to comannd. 

(signed) Tho: Lawarre. 

[indorsed'] to the right- honorable 

my very good Lord the Earle 

of Salisbery Lord high 

Tresorer of England 

give this. 
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From Originals in The Virginia State Archives. 



(Continued) 



Archibald Brown to James Woddrop, 1775. 

Arch'd Brown To Mr. James Woddrop, 

Merchant, Norfolk. 
Favoured by Capt. Scajvant. 

Dear James: 

Capt. Samuel Scarvant sailed this evening in the Sloop Mary 
bound for Turks Island there to purchase a load of Salt in con- 
sequence of your Letters, should he fail in getting he proceeds 
immediately to Hispanula & takes in Molasses for N. Carolina, 
but am in hopes he can get salt enough Which I know is far the 
best & safest voyage. The Sloops Mast & boom are both sprung 
which obliges me (after having a survey taken) to replace them 
new, part of the corn is damag'd some of the bread & all the 
flour, have sold the last at Vendue, let the underwritters know 
of this, cannot as yet ascertain exactly the loss, her disbursements 
is more this time than usual in order to put her in the very best 
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order to preserve the salt. If you can possibly send her out 
again with any thing in, do it & that immediately a load of staves 
would sell for ^25 p M, and is rising every day is there no 
chance of providing her out with a load from N. Carolina con- 
sistent with the rules of the Congress, should it be impracticable 
would haul her up in a fresh creek: & let her lie till better times, 
you are the best judge tho' therefore act as you please, but act 
with safety. Corn will soon rise here expect 5 or 6 p soon for all 
I've got. Cannot say when I'll be with you, believe some time 
in Feby, but not certain. I am, D'r James 

Your 

Arch'd Brown. 
Antequa 21 Nov'r 1775. 

Inform Mr. Maclester have sold 1000 bus. of Corn (not very 
good) at y$, & another 1000 for 5S.6 the remainder yet on hand. 

A. B. 
Capt. Servant reed. Two hundred pounds. 

A. B. 



Warwick County Committee to the Convention. 

To the hon'ble the President & Delegates now met in Convention. 

The Committee for Warwick having seriously considered the 
situation of the County together with a small Number of its 
Inhabitants who can by an ordinance of the late Convention be 
deemed as Militia, Humbly beg Leave at this present critical 
and dangerous Time to make the following Representation. 

It is with the utmost Concern we behold the Depredations 
already committed in this & neighbouring Counties by the cruel 
and inveterate Enemies to the Liberties of America and the 
Rights of Mankind in General. 

Were we in number sufficient to protect our County we should 
contemn the Devastations already committed and with vigor 
oppose the tyrannical and barbarous measures of our Enemies. 
But when the situation and Extent of our County comes to be 
considered and that our present Malitia including officers do not 
much exceed one hundred men & those but badly armed our 
application will we presume merit your attention. 

Our County lies on James River near thirty miles there are 
more over Warwick River and several navigable Creeks which 
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make out of these Rivers so that the greatest part of this County 
is accessable to the Enemy: Our slaves stocks and every valu- 
able effect are hourly subjected from this our exposed and 
defenceless estate to be taken away or otherways destroyed; but 
these Losses tho' great are trifling & are insignificant when we 
come to consider how Ourselves, Our wives and children * * 
to expatiate on this tender Point is unnecessary. 

From this calamitous state of ours what can we do ? Experi- 
ence declares it impracticable for us to guard our shores & make 
any Provision for the ensuing year: We are however desirous 
(now struggling in a glorious cause) to risque our Lives & For- 
tunes in support thereof. 

Nothing but dire necessity shall compel us to quit our Habi- 
tations whilst the least shadow of hope remains: But should we 
be thus compelled surely our stocks Grain &c. with the deserted 
plantations must be thought as a great acquisition to the Enemy 
& gives such a Footing as may prove dangerous to the common 
cause. 

Many have already left the County and more we are persuaded 
will follow their example unless some assistance be given us. 

Under these circumstances we apply to you for Relief and we 
doubt not but that with an additional Force of one hundred & 
twenty five men and our Militia we shall be enabled to prevent 
this county from falling into the Enemy's Hands. We there- 
fore pray you will tender us this or such other aid in your wisdom 
shall think fit so. 

By order of the Committee for Warwick County Decern' r 
6th, 1775. 

Rich'd Cary [Illegible.] 



W. R. W. Curle to the Committee of Safety. 

Hampton Dec'r 12th 1775 
The Hon'ble the President of the Committee of Safety. 

Sir: Still in expectation of meeting with a salt merchant, 
and determining to prevent if able all Provisions being carryed 
to our Enemy's, some of our people yesterday boarded below 
the Fort and brought to the mouth of the River, a new large 
schooner an exceeding fine Vessel, the property of Max'n Calvert 
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of Norfolk, commanded by one Francis Haines of said Place, 
39 Days passage from St. Vincents: Her Cargo i Hhd i Tierce 
& 8 barrels brown sugar; 2 Hhd & a Tierce Rum and 2700 
Dollars all brought on shore. 

This we think of Consequence, and as we by these steps 
multiply oa our hands disaffected Persons and negroes (3 of the 
latter being a board this vessel besides whites) we are the more 
anxious for the Direction or orders of the Committe of safety or 
Convention respecting those matters therefore send this up by 
Express. 

The Inhabitants of this County and all here are greatly in 
want of the Article of Sugar having no opportunity to supply 
themselves, we wish and hope therefore that we may be now 
supplyed upon paying down an ample Price for the same. 

Capt. Haines informs us that an Old Snow badly man'd 
mounting 14 — 4 Pounders, chartered by one Colo. Dalrymple, 
fited out at London, private Property Kenndy a Scotchman 
Master, sailed 4 or 5 days before him from St. Vincents, where 
she called on her way to Boston with 60 or 70 Pipes of wine, 
from Madeira which vessel he thinks He seen Sunday last off our 
Capes who fired several Guns as if in Distress, if we had but 
Powder and orders to fit out an armed Vessel I think we shou'd 
give a good acct. of some of those Gentry. 

I have the honor to be Your very h'ble Serv't 

W. R. W. Curle. 

The Let'rs by this Vessel we now send up to be dealt with as 
shall be thought right. 

Andrew Sprowel to Peter Paterson.* 

Mr. Peter Paterson 

S'r. I Refer you to my former by this conveanceat Williams- 
burg there is about Two thousand men from Diferent Countrys 
also about 800 men over at Cobam Intended this way threaten- 
ing to Burn Norfolk & Portsmouth as they expect. We are 
attached to Government [ ~\ Gunsloop & severall Tenders 

* Intercepted letter of a Tory. 
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up that way Pelting them now & then, on the 14. Instant — about 
100 Grandiders & 40 Volunteers preceded to the Great Bridge 
landed there in the morning expecting to meet with 60 Shirt 
men had been there and was gone the day before The Gran- 
diders & Volunteers proce'd by Land from Bridge to Kemps 
where there was 300 in arms Country people under the comand 
of Colo. Lawson Mat Phrip Doctr. Wright & others lodged in 
a thicket near Colo. Walks as the Soldery comanded by his 
Lordship pased the thicket They firred on the Soldery wounded 
one Grandiders. The Soldery Returned the fire then Run into 
the wood they all fled they killed seven & two drownd & took 
14 prisoners among which is Colo Hutchings & Lawson, now 
confind aboard the Man war. 

His Lordship then Issued a Proclamation and set up the Kings 
Standard & proclaiming all negroes belonging to Rebels to be 
free — about 300 then came into the standard took allegiance to 
his Majesty & Disavowed the Congress, and all adheared 
thereto. Since the Standard Erected at Norfolk and about 500 
came in and swore allegiance by which if faithfull will be able to 
Defend themselves against opposition with the assistance of the 
Troops who Remains at Gosport & man-war. Britan has left 
the friends of Government without assistance to be Burned. 
This is the only stand made in the Continent and by a handfull 
men. Two thousand men would settle this Colony and some 
man-war-men are expect dayle & laying for them no late orders 
from Boston no communication between this & Williamsburg 
nor hampton no passing without passes from Comites, from all 
appearance maters has a good prospect and I would have no 
fear in bringing in a Vessell with ornligs. Irish linens & other 
suitable goods would be protected by the Man-war. The only 
obstruction neither Wheat Bread or flour or Tobacco admit'd 
by their Comites down the Rivers all will be [Illegible] the man 
war more arriving — my compliments to all friends. 

I am yours ob. st. 

Andrew Sprowel. 
Gosport 19 Nov'r 1775 
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Letter to George Brown* 

Mov'r 1775 
Mr. George Brown 
Sr. 

I have now your favours — unanswered our [Illegible] Encreas- 
ing more & more our comites of Safetie & comites [Illegible] 
all the Counteys Infntery men as soldurs & minute men as they 
call them which are to be in Readnes on a call. Two thousand 
men at W'msbg a number at hampton Threating coming to 
Portsmouth & Norfolk and Burn these Towns Declaring to 
many them afected to Goverment about 300 Regulars of the 
fourten Regiment at Gosport in my stone house able to defend 
themselves against a thousand & more of our Virginia men more 
forces expected dayle from Augustine most astonishing no 
letters since May from the Ministry to Lord Dunmore. But 
some four & ships were dayle looked for from Britan (God send 
them soon.) 

The People in Norfolk & Portsm'th has been struck with such 
a Panik all Removing into the Country & their efects. The 
Virginians all against the Scot men Threating to Extirpate 
them, while the Soldery remains at Gosport I am safe General 
Gadge gone to Britan on Lord How Delawajr comand the 
Admiral Graves said to be superceded by S'r Peter Dennis both 
Gadge & Graves has been [Illegible] a great character for some 
months past little or nothing done at Boston. The Konatiket 
men atacked St. John with two thousand men was Repulsed & 
killed there said neer a thousand took five Col'os [Illegible] that 
all the Towns on the water to the north'd will be laid in ashes 
[Illegible] at New York they will change to Government. 
I also expect that all the houses & Towns in this Colony Dis- 
afected to Government will be laid in ashes by the Man war. 
excep Portsmouth & Norfolk except done by those Rebelious 
people. Hampton was nearly Burnd by the man wars Tender, 
for there Burning a Tender & [Illegible] no satisfaction an 
atempt said to be sent against Philadelphia. They have been 
sinking Vessels near the Towne to Prevent them and Erecting 

* Intercepted letter of a Tory. 
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fortifications. No Persons alcwd to come within 30 miles of 
Norfolk no intercourse up the Rivers no newspapers this way 
alowd no intercourse with Williamsburg nor hampton such is 
our Dismale situation some of those Rebels aboard manwar a 
quantity powdor was got into Carolina & from thence to 
Williamsburg otherwise they most been more Painful having 
none before most people here puting their efects at Gosport & 
aboard ships all on account & fear of the Prevent all forces, men 
and man war would settle the Point in this Colonys. 

The Custom House oficers Removed to Norfolk will be settled 
at Portsmouth & seat Goverment there when matters are settled 
Gosport now a garison without this place it would not been in 
there power for the Goverment making any head or stand here 
& the man war & they could done nothing without my situation. 
He who brought in the powder this day taken & aboard man 
war his name is W m Goodak* brother in Lawe to John Shaden 
wher gone home & young Jno. Goodak his brother also aboard 
man war & severall. So much for the news & the Dismale 
situation of this Colony. 



Andrew Sprowel to George Brown, t 

Gosport, Nov'r 5th 1775. 
Mr. George Brown 

Sr. Referring you to what I have wrote some days ago by 
this conveyance It appeared to me as we have the comand of 
this part of the Colony by our Troops & man war & more dayle 
expected we may Importe what we please by the Threatnings 
since part of the shirt men so called by wearing shirts. Em- 
bodied at Williamsburg that they intend this way & Burn Nor- 
folk & Portsmouth as under the Protition of the Gover. & man 
war has causd a Panic in the Inhabitants caused many to remove 

•The name should be Goodrich. John Goodrich, John Goodrich, Jr., 
William Goodrich and Bartelet Goodrich of Isle of Wight county, who 
were actively engaged in sea-faring enterprises, were at first friendly to 
the Colonial cause and brought in powder from the West Indies. Later 
they joined Lord Dunmore and all ultimately were among the refugee 
loyalists who left Virginia. 

t Intercepted letter of a Tory. 
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themselves & efects into the Country should more man war & 
sloops arive am convinced they never will attempt it. Peyton 
Randole our speaker & chairman of the Congress dead at 
Philadelphia. This covers upon a small aditional Invoice which 
please ship in Dunmore If not sailed. If sailed there are some 
Vessels belonging here to return to Virginia Capt. Paterson will 
get them shiped but before purchased write Peter Paterson If he 
can ship them under cover you have Robt. Gilmore bill on 
Bagle & Co. for ioo p ster. when paid advise as another man 
has some share therein If protested Return Mrs. Hunter ordered 
her daughter Kate to stay at Mr. Logans three months for her 
Education and Depended on Mr. Donaldson paying for Board 
and schooling also some clothes. By there advices to Ms. 
Hunter Mr. Donaldson is backward Have therefore given Ms. 
Hunter a few lines to you to be Inclosed Ms. Logan In case Mr. 
Donaldson has not paid for Kates schooling & Board you will 
suply Mr. Logan with Twenty pounds ster. for that purpose I 
expect dayle to hear dayle of the Troops ariving at Boston 
( ) & since here. I am with Regards yr. mo. obt. servt. 

Andrew Sprowel. 



Andrew Sprowel to George Brown.* 

Gosport Nov. 5th 1775. 
Mr. George Brown 

Sr. Refering you to mine by this conveance you must know 
that Mrs. Hunter ordered her daughter Kate to Glasgow there 
board with Ms. Logans for three months to atend her schooling 
gave orders to Mr. Donaldson to pay that expence by Kates 
education her mother Ms. Donaldson has Refused — Enquire if 
so — and if not suplied pay Mrs. Logans Twenty pounds ster. 
for that account which charge to account. 
Yours most Humblest 

Andrew Sprowel. 

Bad and Hard are the times here no colecton Debts. 

* Intercepted letter of a Tory. 
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John Richards to Edmund Pendleton. 

Falmouth* December 14th 1775 

Edmund Pendleton Esqr. 

Dear Sir : This is no doubt but a certain John Daw will 
appear before you as a Culprit for attempting to induce some 
Soldiers to desert from Capt. Morgan Alexandersf Company & 
go over to Lord Dunmore, his conduct in that case is certainly 
highly blamable & what no person ought or can justify but I 
hope our cause is too good to be prejudiced by any person of 
his Insignificiancy & what cou'd induce him to behave in that 
manner is most extraordinary as I have known him ever since 
he came to the Country & he has been always remarkable for 
being very Industrious, Quiet & saying little to any person on 
almost any subject. I have presumed to mention this to you 
as facts that I know well & perhaps it may in some measure be 
a mitigation of his punishment which by some here is thot to 
extend to the loss of life or member and if I have said too much 
I hope you will excuse the freedom of Dr. Sir. 

Yr. obt. Hum. Servt. 

John Richards. 
Depositions. 

Capt. Alexander being (Illegible) on oath saith that he reed, 
no money to advance to his men who on that account are not 
well supplied with necessaries: they nevertheless behaved very 
well and made no complaints for the want of them til Sunday 
morning the tenth of this month when the men appeared very 
mutinous & on enquiring into the cause was informed they had 
been the evening before on board a vessell belonging to John 
Dew lying at Fredks. who had represented to them that the 
King found his soldiers better cloathing than the Country did 
& advised them to goe to the Governor the Deponent thinking 
it proceeded from some small debts they had contracted at 

* Falmouth in Stafford county, near Fredericksburg. 

t Morgan Alexander, born January 10, 1746, was son of David Alex- 
ander, of Gloucester county. He was Captain 2d Virginia Regiment, 
November 27, 1775, Major December 23, 1776, transferred to 8th Vir- 
ginia, March 22, 1777, resigned May 16, 1778, and died 1783. 
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Fredericksburg contrived to get some money & distribute 
among them, after which they all appeared easy, except two 
who the deponent believes deserted on that account. That he 
was next morning desired by Fielding Lewis & Charles Dick to 
bring the s'd Dew to the comm. of safity & in the journey at 
Mr. Pages one Geo. Hamilton assistant to Garvin Lawson 
ojvner of the Vessell in which Dew sailed came and desired to 
speak with the prisoner which he was allowed to as in the 
Deponents presence he blamed Dew for his conduct in declaring 
his sentiments before matters are ripe. 

Morgan Alexander. 

Charles Woods a Corporal in the Compa. of Morgan Alex- 
ander being ex'd on oath saith that on Saturday morning the 
9th of this month he & Richard Partridge another Corporal in 
the s'd Company went on board a Vessell of which Jno. Dew 
the prisoner was Skipper to eat oysters, & being in the cabbin 
Dew mentioned that the King found his soldiers four new shirts 
& a good suit of clothes & paid for their washing & 3S.6 sterl'g 
p. week pay free Quarters & advised them to goe to the Gover- 
nor that they might get a free passage, but did not say how 
That forty thousand Troops were to be sent here Hanoverians 
Russians & others. That many others of s'd Company were 
on board that day & the next morning when the Company 
generally app'd uneasy declaring if they were not supplied with 
money they would club their Musquets & return home — this 
deponent believes it proceeded from the conversa. they had 
with the Prisoners & that the desertion of one of the men pro- 
ceeded from the same cause, having behaved quietly before that 
time. The said Richard Partridge having been sworn & heard 
this deposition read declared that the same is true. 

his 
Charles E. Woods 
mark 
Richard Partridge. 

The foregoing witnesses were sworn in presence of the 
prisoners & their Depos. taken by order of the Committee of 



VIRGINIA LEGISLATIVE PAPERS. 393 

safety & submitted to the determination of the Honble the 
Convention. 

Edm' d Pendleton S. 

Spots' a Sc. Upon Information from Capt. Alexander that a 
certain John Dow a master of a vessell had been endeavoring to 
persuade some of the Regulars in his Company to leave the 
service of the Colony and repair to Lord Dunmore where they 
wou'd have all manner of encouragent the said John Dow being 
brought before us and the Evidences Charles Wood & Richard 
Partridge being first sworn it appears to us that the said Dow is 
guilty of the Charge and that he be convey' d to Williamsburg 
to the Committee of safety for a farther Trial and the said Capt. 
Alexander is desired to take the said John Dow into Custody 
for the purposes aforesaid. Given under our hands this nth 
Deer. 1775. 

Fielding Lewis 
Chas. Dick. 



Simon & Campbell to the Convention 1775. 

To the Honorable the President and the members of Convention 
the Petition of Joseph Simon & John Campbell. 

Humbly Sheweth 

That your Petitioners being in Partnership had a store at 
the Town of Pittsburgh* and supplyed the Soldery under the 
Command of Lord Dunmore in the late Indian Expedition with 
Sundrys which your Petitioners had appraised as the Act of 
Assembly in that case provided directs which appraisements the 
Commissioners appointed by your Honorable House to adjust 
the Militia accounts in the Northern Districts refused to allow 
your Petitioners to the great Injury of your petitioners. And 
your petitioners further shew unto your Honorable House that 
they advanced Major John Connolly sums of money and other 

* At this time Pittshurgh was claimed by Virginia as within its boun- 
daries (in Augusta country) Fort Dunmore or Pitt had been built there 
by Virginia and it was held by a garrison from that Colony. On January 
a, 1776, the Virginia Convention ordered payment to be made them. 
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things to a considerable amount depending wholly upon his pay 
as an officer for payment which pay he assigned to your Petition- 
ers (before he attempted to perpetrate his Diabolical Plot for 
this detection in which your Petitioners greatly Rejoice) but 
the Commissioners before mentioned refused to settle any part 
of the said Major Connollys pay with your Petitioners. 

And your Petitioners also further shew unto your Honorable 
House that your Petitioners Received assignments from sundry 
Officers and men who were in the service at Fort Pitt before 
the 26th May 1774 for their pay which the commission as afore- 
said would not allow to your Petitioners. 

Your Petitioners also show to your Honorable House that 
they have purchased & received assignments from sundry Arti- 
ficers for their pay whilst employed in repairing Fort Pitt and 
Building Fort Fincastle and for sundry Materials used in them 
Works which the said Commissioners as told your Petitioners 
were to be reported to Convention. They therefore Humbly 
pray that your Honorable House would grant them such Relief 
in the premises as you in your wisdom shall think most proper 
and your Petitioners as in Duty bound shall we ever pray &c. 



Charles Duncan* to the Convention 1775. 

To the Honorable'the President & the other Members of the 

Convention. 
The Memorial of Charles Duncan of the Town of Blanford in 

the County of Prince George. 

Humbly Sheweth 

That your Memorialist who has long carried on business as 
a merchant in this Colony that for some years had a store in the 
County of Brunswick on account of himself & divers others his 
Partners which has for some time past been under the care and 
management of one Thomas Crawford who has always been in 
the esteem and good opinion of his Customers and acquaint- 

* Charles Duncan was a prominent Scotch merchant. His letter shows 
the situation in which many adherants of the mother country found 
themselves. 
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ances, and has ever since the present unhappy dispute with 
great Britain began endeavoured to conduct himself in such 
manner, as to avoid all cause of offence towards any of the 
inhabitants of the Colony, & has also endeavored as far as in his 
lay to conform to the regulations laid down, and recomended by 
the Honorable Congress and Convention of this Colony by 
acceeding to the General Association, and by a chearful sub- 
mission, and conformity to the Terms thereof. Under these 
circumstances your Memorialist, as well as his Partners Factors 
and servant hoped they should have been permitted to transaet 
their business and conduct their own affairs in quiet and security 
without being called upon or compelled by any set of men under 
an assumed authority either to enlist as soldiers or take part in 
any Military regulation other than they are bound to adopt 
either by the Laws of the Colony or the recommendation ot the 
Convention. 

But such is the unhappy situation as well of your Memorialist, 
as his Partner & servants in the County of Brunswick that they 
have been called upon by the Gentleman who commands the 
Voluntier Company in the sajd County to enlist as Soldiers 
therein, under pain of incurring the displeasure of the said 
Company, and of being treated as enemies to the Country 
and exposed to all the violences that may happen from the 
mistaken zeal of men heated by Passion & prejudice and who 
treat with disregard the peaceable remonstrances of your 
Memorialists with no other alternative left them than either to 
desert the property and Interest which they have in the said 
County, or remain therein to protect their property at the hazard 
of all that is dear and Valuable to Freemen & good Citizens. 

Your memorialist presumes humbly to hope that this Conven- 
tion will take this matter into consideration and so provide for 
the safety and protection of this Factors and assistance afore- 
mentioned and others under like circumstances as to them in 
their wisdom shall seem meet. 

And your memorialist as in duty bound will ever pray &c. 

Charles Duncan. 
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Chesterfield Petition, 1775. 

To the Honorable the delegates of the several Counties and 
Corporations of the Colony and Dominion of Virginia met 
in Convention at Richmond. 

The memorial of the Committee of and for the County of 
Chesterfield. 

Sheweth 

That it hath been doubted whether the Company of Volun- 
teers raised for the defense of the Colony in the several Counties 
are under the command of the officers of the Militia and if they 
are not, it is to be feared that many inconveniences may follow 
not only from the distinct powers of the two orders, but from 
one of them assuming an authority independent of any Military 
controul by Law established and that your memorialists have the 
more reason to apprehend some such inconveniences from a late 
transaction in this County, where a dispute of this kind produced 
some disorderly behaviour in a muster field. 

Your memorialists therefore hope that this Convention will 
take the matter into consideration and make such regulations 
therein as to them in their wisdom shall seem meet. 

Signed by order and in behalf of the Committee for the County 
of Chesterfield. 

Bernard Mapkham. 
Chairman P. T. 



